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FROM MP3 TO MPP:
‘MAMLUKS’, ARABIC HISTORIOGRAPHY, AND THE SEMANTIC WEB

Mamluk
Political Prosopography Project (MP3)
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Mamluk Prosopography Project (MPP):
From a Project-Specific Database to an Open Access Digital Humanities Database
of Late Medieval Syro—Egyptian Elites, Networks and Practices (2016-20)

MPP will be an Open Source & Open Access Data Platform for 'Medieval’ Arabic Humanities Research. It will be constructed from and integrate the MP3 Filemaker 12 database as well as other relevant open datasets.
MPP will be a flexible, sustainable, user-friendly and multi-purpose solution, integrated in UGent s IT-environment and an active partner of the semantic web.
MPP will be geared towards the computational analysis of social groups and networks and of socio-cultural practices, especially for the history of the late medieval Sultanate of Egypt and Syria (13th-16th centuries).
MPP will consist of the following components.

1. Development of a new Open Source application.

2. Migration of MP3-datasets, Integration of relevant Linked Open Data, Creation of new datasets for and an annotated corpus of relevant Arabic historiographical texts

3. Creation of a user-interface, enabling multiple user-roles and multiple projects.

4. Creation of user-friendly analytical functionalities and tools. Integration of and communication with data-mining and visualisation tools.
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From: M. Pasin & J. Bradley, ‘Factoid-based prosopography and computer ontologies:
Towards an integrated approach’, Digital Scholarship in the Humanities (2014)
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